COMPARISON 


BETWEEN THE 


TRUE and FALSE 


MINISTERS 


:Their Calling , Ci es and Doctrine , * 


' that all who delire after the Lord mxy have 
a right Diſcerning between the True and Falſe, 


that they may truly know witomte 

Church to be gathertdint o, dy 

have true Communionwwith Ch 
Head of his Ch 


And alſo a FAITHEUE 


' TEE. 
to the Teach:ys and People oF England: 
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For / ha ot ſent them, ſai th the Lord, yet they p# 
. that / 1% ht « aft you out, and that ye? ? 
þ\ the Brophers that propheſt 10 7 You'y Jer: 
Tp: lyaſe them fp Prophet from among theirB#revhrens Uiks ma 
thee, antwil we ey V ords in os About h, a be calls 
them all tha | | 7 | 
en unto my Words, 


it of him** 
my Name, '* PF net Commauded bim to ſpeaks or thas 


keth in the Ns me of of r Gods, even the Pay Prophet ſhall | 
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hy Deut. 1 8-1 aw 
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' Friends, 
VV Hereas our Lord and Savior Fiſrns Chriſt hath fore. war- 
ned of the faiſe Chriſts ard falſe Prophets that fhenld ariſe 
before the End, &c, and faz, Lo here, and lo there is Chriſt, who 
if it were poſhble, ſhould deceive the very Ele; but go not 
forth, for the Kingdoni of Heaven was within; and the Apoſtle 
admoniſheti2 to hearken to the Word nigh, inthe Heart and inte 
Mouth : And accordingly, 1 havin? [cen the fulfill:ng thereof #3 
theſe our Dayes, and through Mercy have been brous ht to a Teacher. 
near me, Chriſt Jeſus revealed in me, the Hope of Glory: 
Wherefore in Commiſ: ration of ſuch as are ſetking the living among 
th: Dead, and are wandring upon the barren Mounntams, where 
their Souls find nothing but Leanneſs, am I moved of the Lord, mn 
Tenderneſs to their Souls Eternal Welfare, to warn them of the 
falſe Teacher: and Leaders, that they follow not the bliad Leaders, 
leſt they fall inte the Duch withthem: Therefore have I avven 4 
Compariſon of the True Teachers with the Falſe, who call them- 
ſelves the Miniſters of Chriſt, but ave not, which by theſe fellewing 
Marks ard Charattcrs may be kxown, that ſo they who are truly, 
tender, and deſire to walk in the Way of the Lard and of his Com- 
mandments, may be diretted therein, how to diftingufh the True 
Dettrine of Chriſt and bis Minifters, which u from Heaven, from 
the Falſe and their: Traditional Dettrine, which is from Men be- 
low; conſid:ring that ut t» theſe Falſe Teachers,who for Want of true 
ſaving Experim:ntal Knowledge of Chriſt, do teach for Doctrine 
the Traditions of Men, ard ſo have cauſed the People to err, and 
do kg <p them under Blindne ff, and in Ignorance of the Truth, axit 
is in Jeſus : Wherefore deſiring that People may no longer be dects« 
wed, u thu enſuins Treat:ſe, in leve unto their [Immortal Souls, 
oxven forth, that ſuch a4 are truly tender, andfear the Lord, moy 
e brought to conſider th:ir Wayes, and ſee if they be according to 
the Truth, and examine whether in the Spi: it and in the Truth they 
worſhip the Lord or not, letrning todeny themſelves, and take up 
their daily Croſs, to follow Chriſt, whoſe D:ſciples they do profeſs 
tobe, that they may be care: to be his true Follow:rs, not in Shew 
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A 


COMPARISON 


Between the 


TRUVE MINISTERS of Chriſt, 


and tle FALSE TEACHERS 


that are gone forth intothe World. 


True Miniſters, 


F One take this Ho- 
I. nour upon ti:em, 
but only thoſe 


who are ſent of God; for how 
ſhall they preach before they 
be lent, Rev, 10, 15, Gal, 1.1, 
Heb. 5. 4. Mat. 10,5. Luke 
Io, 1, lob, 17. 8,20,21, Luk, 
9, I, 2, 

IT. True Miniſters waite, firſt 
to receive the Holy Anointing 
and Teaching of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and firſte to learn , and handle 
and taſt of the Word of Life 
ig themſelves; and then as they 
have ſeen and experienced; ſo 
in the moving of the Spirit go 
forth, and as that giveth utte- 
rance, ſpeak and declare the 
Word of Life unto others, and 
preach 


Falſe Mimniſt.rs, 
Alie Teachers go and 
l, FH are not ſent; bnt go 
forth only in their own 
Names without any Commiſh- 
on from God, only inthe Will 


of Man, Jer, 14. 14. Chap. 23. 
214 22, 2, Chap. 29.9, 


II Falſe Teachers p.cich 8 
Divination of tieir own Brains, 
and fay the Lord hath ſeat them, 
when he hath not, being ſuch 
as come not in at the Door, bur 
climb up another Way , and 
ſpeak in the Wiſdom of Mens 
W ords,to preach pleaſing things 
unto the People to affect their 
Ears ( more then move their 
Hearts) by inticing and feigned 

Words, 


— 


(6) 


"Ture Minift ers- 

- preach in the Evidence and De- 
 monſtration of the Spirit , and 
in Power, the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
being the power of God unto 
Salvation; giving God tne Glo- 
: ry of all his Works, Ads 14, 
\ $» 13. Chap. 2, 1,2, 3,4, 1 Fo. 
I,fo6, 1 Cor.2. 4. Act. $8. 29. 
chap, 11, 12, Chap, 1g 21.Ch. 
17.16: Chap. 18 5, 25. Chep, 
2.4. Rom. 11, 36, Ch*p..16, 
29.1Tim, 1. 16, 2T.m,4.17. 
Heb. 13.21. 

[i]. Truc Miniſters, as fre-ly 
they have received che Gut of 
God, lo freely they give, g9- 
ing about dying good, preech- 
ing the Goſpel from Flace to 
Place, from Houſe to Houle, 
and fcek not their own, but the 
things of God, ſecking the loſt 
Sheep of Iſrael, labouring to 
gather the Remnant that (hall 
be ſaved, out of all the Nations, 
and, ſo to preach the Everlaſt. 
ins Goſpel, and the Glad-ti. 
dings of Salvation to the Ends 
of the Earth, ſpeaking to the 
Edification of their Hearers, 
Mat.1o0.8. Ads 10. 38. Kom. 
2.10. Pre. 11.23, As 20,20. 
Rom, 9, 17. /Hatth. 28. 19, 
1 Cor, 14, 2. 


IV. True Miniſters [abour to 
approve themſelves in Word 
and DoCtrincy and [o to be En+ 

ſamples 


F alſe AMuifters, 
Words ; deceiving, ſecking 
more the Praiſe of Men, then 
the Praiſe of God. Fer. 14. 14, 
/oh, 1@.1, 1Cor, 2,446, Rom 
16,18, Col.2; 4, 2 Pet. 2, 3 
18. [ude:16, 2 Theſſel, 2, 4* 
Matth.6.2, & 15. 9, & 23, 5* 
Toh 12.43, , 


I I T. Falſe Teachers ſeek more 
tlie Fleece then the Floek, 
preachingfor Hire, divining for 
f;oney, and cxpeting Gain 
from their Quarters,wiich ſome 
People love ts hive ſo, who 
under pretence of long Prayers 
devour Widdow: Houles, be. 
ing like the Scrz5-5 and Pha 
Mo , ſuch as ſv and do not, 
not labouring to pread the Gol. 
pel; but to confine it within 
their own Walls, to limit the 
Church of Chriſt to a Nation, 
a particular Sect, or People, 
minding more their own Profig, 
then the Peoples profiting un* 
der them, blind Leaders of the 
Blind, and both fall into the 
Ditch. Ezek.. 34.23. Afi, 3. 
11, Iſa. $56. 11, Lake 20. 47 
ver:23.32. Mat. 15, 14. 


I V. Falſe Teachers ho!d the 
Truth in Hypoeriſie, and Un- 
righteouſneſs, taking the Woras 

of 


$2} 
of God in their Mouthes when C 


True Miniflers, 
ſamples unto the People, in an 
Hely Converſation, as becom- 
eth the Goipel, accompanied 
with the Fear of the Lord, fo 
exhorting to follow them as 
they follow Chriſt, 1 Tim.4.6, 
16, 2 Tim. 4.2. Fob. 13, 15. 
Phil. 3.17. 2 Theff, 3.9, Phil. 
1,27, 1 Cor,11,1, 


Y, True Miniſters are inſtant 
In Seaſon and out of Scaſon, at 
all Times and Places are ready 
to preach the Word of God 1n 
the Synagogues, in the Market 
place and the high Wayes, and 
upon the Houſe Tops upon all 
Occaſions, to Single Perions, or 
in Aſſemblies bigger or leſſer, 
are ready to &d1 penſe of the 
Word of Lite, being alwayes 
furniſhed out of the good Trea- 
fure of their Hearts to give forth 
good _ to them t! at hear 
them, and are ready toreceive 
the Word from tem, as from 
faithful Diſpenſers thcreof, wi:o 
are not willing to withold any 
thing of the "ind of God from 
them; but 'aboux to clear them- 
felves and to be clear from the 
Blood of all Men having their 
Feet ſhod with r' e Preparation 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt, t?;o.gh 
the Revelation ofthe holy Spi- 
rit 


Falſe Miniſters, 


they hate to. be reformed, being 
ſuch as the Apoſtle admeniſheth 
againſt, having a F orm of God- 
lineſs and denying the Power, 
from ſuch tur away , _ 
De ccivers, and being deceive 
and who cauſe the Name of 
Godto be blaſphemed, and e- 
vil ſpoaken of, Rom, 1. 18, 
P/. 50. 16,17. 2 Tim, 3,5,13. 
Ja. 2.7. Rom. 2. 23, 24, 

V. Fale Teachers are ſich as 
obſcrve Moneths and Dayes, 
and con'ecrated Placas,. and 
whoſe preaching is limited to 
Dayes and Hours, and Hour* 
glaſſes, and to the wills of Men, 
and to outward Obſervations, 
Traditions and Ceremonies; by 
thei Fruits yeoſball knuw them, 
faich Chriſt; for ſuch out of 
the evil Treaſure of their Hearts 
bring forth evil Things, and are 
an 11! Savour, Clouds that hold 
no water, and are but as ſound- 
irg Brais, and tinkling Cim- 
bals. not profiting the People 
at all, but being weighed in the 
B:llance of the SanRvary are 
{tili found too light, t-cy preach- 
ng in words to the Feop'e, 
what neither them'elves truly 
bclie\e or underſtand, or have 
in Truth experienced of the 
word of Life in them'c!ve+ a; 
to aſtimthe ſan.cof a Truth (4, 


tt.c 


will not Þ 3» or ©0021 with one 
oftherr Fing ors na 41g RelpE Xt 
«: chubng 'T to how Inrcre 2197 E,x\2 an 
-ther to plealc God then Men. Security; counting Gal Go1.t- 
gs 271. 15- Rev. £17: &® neſs. M4. 10. 38. G41 $. bf 
1.10. 1 Theſ. 4-0+ 2 Tim. 2+ & 6 12. Luke 11.49. *} [ 1M. 

4 Ails 5.295 32, 6. $- |: 
V 11. TrvE Miniſters will V 11. Faile Teachers Arc 
work with uheir OWN Pands tO Preachers uP nd Setters up © 
| h Chriſt came t9 


Labourer being worthy of 315 ſon for t2EM » 
Reward Or at 5 thereforc Chriſt's Words t9 themſelves, 


whereſoever they come» enqui- Who arc Hirclings 
rin 
bd 


a 
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—— es" 
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i. ns, 


True Miniſters 
ring who is worthy (according 
to Chriſt” s Order) there they 
enter, whether Houſe or Ctiy, 
| andif received their Bleſſing a- 
| bides there, otherwiſe they caſt 
the Duſt off their Shoes againſt 
them, and herein only is Chriſt's 
Proviſion for his Miniſters, and 
* therefore to take no Care, Alar. 
10, 8, 1 Cor. 2+ 12, 2Cor, 11, 7, 
1 Cor. 4. 12. & 9,6. Mat,10 
125 135 14- 
V III. The trre Miniſters of 
' Chriſt are ſuch as he commands, 
only to hear: Ye have Mole. 
and the Prophets hear them, be 
ing ſuch as he lends to go and 
and teach allj Nations baptizing 
' them into the Name of Father, 
Son and holy Ghoſt, Luke 16: 
29, 31. Mat, 28. 19, & 23, 
3. Lake 1, 70, .& 11.49. & 
24.25, 44. 


IX, The True arc Miniſters 
of the Light, of Chriſt Jeſus the 
Life of Light, and declare of 
him the true Light, thar lighteth 
every Man tt at cometh mito 
the World, and hath given to 
every one a meaſure of his Spi- 
it to profit w-.thall, and that 
it is he that takes away the Sins 
of the World, and came to put 

an 


Falſe Miniſters 

#s worthy of bis Hire, which he 
ſpake in reference to his Mini- 

ers whom he ſent into the 
World to receive as he ordered 
them, and not by Tythes, which 
ceaſed by his Miniſtry, being 
of. another Tribe, then thar 
which received Tythes; there- 
fore not belonging to the Mi- 
niſters he ſent; but are only 
claimed by falle Teachers: Col, 
2.14, Hcb, 7.5. 

V III, Falſe Teachers, ſuch 
as before characterized, are 
{uch as Chriſt forewarned of, & 
forbids to hear, and to beware 
of the Leven of the Scribes and 
Phariſees; calls to come out of 
Babylon ( the Throne of tle 
ealt and the ſcarlet coloured 
Whore, who fits as a Queen) 
not to partake of her Sins leſt 
they partake of her Plagues. 
at. 16. 6, 1'y 12. & 7.15. 
12,38 Luke20, 46 Rev. 
18. 4. Phil, 34/2, Col; 2. $. 
2 Pet. 3, 17, 

IX, The falſe Teachers'de- 
ny the Doctrine of Chriſt cn. 
lightening every one with a ſa. 
ving Light ( contrarv to the 
Sciptures of Truth) declaring 
only of a natural Light in a}l, 
deny ng- the Manifeſtation of 
the Spirit in all;'in a Mealure - 


to profit withall, reproachin 
the Truc Miviſters of the Ligh®. 


B Chri 


True Miviſtcrs, 
an End to Sin and Tranſpreſſion, 
and to perfect them that are 
anQified through the Spirit, 
and fo by Faith to give Vidtory 
over Sin and Satan unto ſuch as 
he hath redeemed out of the 
World through Faith in his 


, Name, Mar. 4.16, & 5.14, 


i6. Joh. 14.59. & 3.19, 20, 
21, &8. 12. & r2. 35, 36. 
2 Cor, 4.4, 6. Epheſ. 5.8, 13. 
1 lelbn 1.5, & 2.8. 1 Cor.12, 
7. Toh, 1, 29. Rom, 15, 16. 
Heb, 16, 10, 14, 1 Coy, 15, 5» 
7. I Ih, 5- 4. h 


X. The true Miniſters teach 
the Worſhip of God, ſuchas he 
accepts and requires, which is 
in Spirit and in Truth, not in 
Form onfy , butin Power ac- 
cording to his Will, as God and 
Chriſt are revealed through the 
Spirit in every paticular, ſo e- 
very one in the Spirit to wore 
ſhip him, as whatſoever 1s 
known of God is made mani- 
ſeſt within, & Chriſt's Power 
is felt within; ſo in the Spirit 
every one to. be ated in 
the OBEDIEN tab 
"me 
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Falſe Muniters. 

Chrift Jefus in us the Hope. 
of Glery: And are Perſccu- 
tors of the Children of the 
Light, and deny that any are 
made perfect and free from 
Sin through Chriſt in this life, 
preaching up the Power and 
Dominion ol the Devils lead- 
ing into Sin , above the Pow- 
er of Chriſt to give Domini 
on and Vitory through Faith 
over Sjn in this Life, cxalting 
their Maſter the Devil's Powe , 
er (who till keeps them under 
the Bondage of Sin) above 
Chriſt, who came to overcome 
the World, and the Devil 
that rules in the Hearty of the 
Children of Diſobedience, E, 
pheſ.2. 2, Revelations 13. 13d 
1 Thrſſal, 2.15, 16. 1 Cor- 
4.9 CC.” 

X. The falſe Teachers are 
ſuch, as preach up outward 
Worſhip, bodily Service, outs 
ward Forms, Ceremonies and 
Obſervances of outward Ordi- 
nances and Traditions of Meng 
of Worſhip in outward Tem- 


' ples and conſecrated Places, 


and ontwari Confromity out of 
the Life and Power of Godlt- 
eſs, in Common Prayer, Ser- 
vice and Singing of David's 
Pſalms inſtead of Pſalms from 
every ones own He «rt, in the 
Spirit praying to &praiſingGod, 

plealing 


bt Os Oe 
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True Minifir1, 

the Truth, ſo to pray in the Spi. 
tit, and praiſe and fing Plalms 
unto God in the Spirit, which 
helps our Infirmities to worſhi 
the Lordin our Bodies, which 
are the Temples of the holy 
Ghoſt, and in our, Spirits, Feh, 
4.20, Mark 7. 22, 23, 24, 
Rom. 15. 13,19, 1Cor.2.4, 
& 4. 19, 20, 

XI, The true Miniſters 
preach Chriſt, the Subſtance of 
all Shadows & Figures, in w! om 
they ceaſe, the one Faith which 
purifics the Heart, the one Bap- 
tiſm of the Spirit of Regene- 
ration, one Lord Jelus, Savi- 
our and Redeemer of the vor'd 
the one Name by which we are 
ſaved, the Bread t'at came 
down from Heaven, tat who 
feeds thereon ſhall never hun- 

er more, and who drinks of 
the water, he ſha"! give ſhall ne- 
ver thirſt more, Whercin is tke 
true Commrnion of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, whoſe 
Body is Meat indeed, and Blood 
Drink indeed : One God-and 
Father of all, which is above all, 
through all, and in you all; ſo 
none are true Chriſtians, but 
ſrch only, who have put on 
Chriſt, and hold ſpiritual Com- 
munion with Chriſt the Head of 
hisChurch;theGround& Pillar of 
Truri, 


Falſe Ainifters | 
pleaſing themſelves with an out- 
ward Melody to their Ears, 
with Voice and Organs &c. ra- 
ther then make Mclody to the 
Lerd with his Grace in their 
Heaits, reproaching theWor 

ſh ip of Ged in $Spir it, and his 

Worſkippers in Spirit, A/ar. 15, 

8,0. 2 Pet. 33. 


Xf, Theſalſe Teachers La- 
bour and Travail 1s, to tying 
People to, and keeps them in 
outward Cemmunion, under 
the outward Profcilion . and 
Name of Chriitians, to come 
to an outward Walhing, Dip. 
ping and Sprinkling, to make 
them Chriſtians, without the 
Spirit ſanCtifying, cleanſing and 
teaching, ſo to partake in out- 
ward cating of Bread, and to 
drink of the outward Cup of 
Wine; tiough Chriſt ſaid, he 
would drink no more the Fruit 
of the Vike till he drank it new 
with trem (mark in his Fathers 
Kingdom ; yet notwitkſtand- 
ing all who joyn with them. in 
their ourward Communion they, 
onn and receive as Menibers 
of the Church cf Chriſt, al- 
thovgh they are ſich as di'ccrn 
not the Lord's Bedy and know 
not the Virtue of his Death 
and Reſurrection fo that ther 

B 2 Fel 


True Miniſters. 

Truth , ſo - with the Saints' in” 
Light have their Fellowſhip,and 
with the Father and rhe Son, 
Eph. 4.4, 5,6. Fob. 6.3132 
34» 39» Fl, 58. Joh. 4. 34- 
& 6, 27, 55. 1 Cor. 10..16z 
17. Eph. 1.22, 1 Tim. 3.15. 
XII. Thetrue Miniſters rc- 
joyce »t the increaſe of the {piri- 
tual Kingdom of Chriſt, of 
whoſe Kingdom there ſhall be 
no End, and at his victory over 
his Enemies, the Beaſt and falſe 
Prophet, which»te is taking 
and cafting into the Lake of Fire 
and chaining up the Devil, and 
deſtroying his Kingdom of Sin : 
Chriſt who doth this, is only 
worthy to rule and reign, til he 
hath brought all his Enemies 
vnder his Feet, and thoſe that 
will not have him rule over 
them, ſhall be brought before 
him, that he may flay them : 
ani who will rule the Nations 
with a Rod of Iron, appear- 
ing now unto them, that look 
for him without Sin unto Salva- 
tion, wh-nas he will render ven-, 
y_ in Flames of Fire nnto 
m that knew him not, and 
delay the Time of his coming, 
who is not flack at his coming 
when the Heavens ſhall paſs a- 
way, and the Elements melt 

with Heat, and the Earth _ | 
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Falſe Minifters. 
Fellowſhip is only in the World 
and with the World, and-do not 
what God requireth at their” 
Hands, Rom, 14. 7. Matthew 
26.29, 1Cor.11. 29. John 8, 


44: 


X I IL. The Falſe MiniſterFare 
Preachers up ofthe Kingdom of 
the Beaſt and Falſe Prophet, 
which muſt have an End; and 
are Perfecutors of all thoſe who 
have not received-the Name.of 
the Beaſt, or Number of his 
Name, nor his Mark in Hand - 
and Forehead, but have received 
only rhc Seal of the Lord in theie 
Foreheads, the white Stone and . 
new Name ; they are ſuch as arc 
Bzwailers of the Fall of the great 
City Babylon, whoſe Deſtructi- 
on draweth near, and ſhall come 
on a Day, and be burnt with 
Fire ; they are ſuch whoſe Tra- 
dins & Merchandize dependeth 
on her, which aſcended -out of : 
the Earth, and with it and all its 
Works muſt be burned, which - 
will not enJure the Fire,” wherein - 
every Man's Work muſt be try- 
ed of what Sort it is, and fo as 
every Mans Work abides, he - 
ſhall receive his Wages , and - 
whoſe V Vork is Hay or Stubble, 
i+ will be conſumed, and whoſe 


VVork burns. ſhall looſe, and : 
the 
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Tyne Minifters. True Miniſters. 
be burned ; but we look for a - the falſe Prophet with the Beaſt 
gew-Heaven 2nd a new- Earth, ſhall be caſt into the Lake of 
wherein dwelleth Righteouſ- Fire; ſo atthe appearing of the 
neſs. Afr 6. 7. Toh. 18, 36, Lord (ballthe Kings of the Earth 
Luke 1, 33, 1 Thefſ, 2, 12, and great Men, &c. hide them- 
Mat. 4.23. Rev.19, Heb. 9. ſelves among the Rocks of the 
28. Lake 21.22, 2 Theſſ, 1.8. . Mountains, from the Preſence of 
2 Pat.;.. him that ſitteth upon theThrone, 
Rev, 13.15. &c, &20, 3,4, 
& Chap.18. 1 Cor.3.11.13,cc, 
Rev, 6. 12. &6, 


The 
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The Concluſion. 

Friends, | s 
or whoſe fake | have been moved in the Power of the Lord, 
to draw out this precedent Compariſon, between the True 
Miniſters and the falſe and pretended Miniſters of Chriſt, wherein 
as ina Glals, the one and the other may ſee their Faces, v hether 
they be truly Chriſt's or Anti chriſt's Miniſters, whether called 
and ſent of God, or whether of Man and by Man only, andrun 
before they are lent ; whether the Goſpel they preach be that of 
Chriſt,or another Goſpel of Anti. chriſt's ſetting up & decrecing, 
whether they are led by the Spirit of Chriſt or of Anti-chriſt ; 
whether they be ſuch as go forth upon Chrit's Commiſſion, Free- 
ly-ye have reeewved, freely gwue, or ſuch as go forth in your own 
Wills, expetting Gain from your Quarters, making the Goſpel 
chargeable, whenas Chritt calls to come buy of him freely,with* 
out Price and without Money (ye make Merchandize of the 
Words of God) conſider whether ye be Miniſters of the Letter 
or of the Spirit z whether ſuch as {eek and rejoyce at the Increaſe 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, or ſuch who labour to ſuppreſs it, and per- 
ſecute the Subjetts of it ; whether ye be ſuch Diſciples of Chriſt, 
who have learned to deny your ſelves, and take up your daily 
Croſs, and follow him, or ſuch Hypocrites, who in Words draw 
nigh-him,-but in your Works deny him before Men; whether 
there be not a more excellent Way then ye teach and walk in, 
which only the true Servants of Chriſt teach and walk in : I ſhall 
deſire you in the Bowels of Love to your Souls; ſeriouſly and 
impartially, without Prejudice, to confider and weigh the Pre- 
mules, cleared and witnefſed to by the Holy Scriptures, written 
by the Holy Men of God, the Prophets and Apoſtles, whom [ 
hope ye will believe: And all ye who are erred and ftraycd from 
the Truth, conſider your Forndation on which you ſtand, ſee 
whether your Houſe bet ilt r-pon the Rock, as never to be ſha» 


&en, or.on the Sand, ſubjeet by the Waves and Storms to be 
|  ®rown 


5 
thrown down ; wherefore Babs your Wayes; bring your-- 
Deeds to the Light, to ſee whether they be wronght in God or- 
nay, which if not, know, unleſs ye repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe- 
periſh with the Scarlet Whore, the great City Babylon, and be 
taken with the Beaſt and falſe Prophet, and4-caſt into the Lake 
| of Fire, ſeeing you will abide in Spiritual Babylon, and neglect 
the Cal of God to come forth of her, ye ſhall partake of her 
Plagues with her : This is a Warning fromthe Lord to you, to-- 
conlider your Wayes and your latter End, that ye may be gather. 
ed out of the World, that ye may not periſh with the World; 
So ye of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſien, conſider whoſe Miniſters 
ye are, your Call and Commiſſion, and. whether in your Con-- 
ſciences youſbelieve God is on your Side,& will Juſtifie you above 
all other pretended Miniſters of Chriſt of any other Perſwaſion,.. 
and whether your-Lives and Doftrines will plead for you or a- 

ainſt you 3 God will not be mocked, who will deal righteous 
| nba according to your Deeds, Ye Miniſters of the Preſ- 
byterian Perſwaſion, do ye think ye ſhall go away more Juſtificd? 
are ye ſtanding in God's Will and Call, or your own ? are ye out 
of the Self ſecking Spirit of Tything ? ſeek ye not your Gain from 
your Quarters, and love ye not the Praiſe of Men before the Praiſe. 
of God? and are ye Enſamples to your Flocks? have you learned 
to deny nn ſelves, and take up your daily Croſs, and follow Chriſt, 
and ſcek ye not Preheminence above your Brethren 2 examine- 
and amend your Wayes, leſt ye likewiſe periſh, And ye the 
Paſtors of the /ndependenr Congregations,how firm is your ſtanJ 3 
ing? are ye called by the Spirit cf Chriſt to be his Miniſters, or- 
called by the Elders and People ? have they a Diſcerning who. 
have received the Anointing of the holy Ghoſt ? have they Pow- 
er of laying on of Hands, to make Miniſters of Chriſt, who 
have itching Ears, ard heap up Teachers after their own Luſts ?- 
do you Miniſters preach freely, expect no Hire? are ye low and 
humble, like Chriſt ? preach you not in your own. Wiſdom cf- 
Words, asotiers? and deny you not, with others, [Immediate 
Revelation,and the Spirits giving Utterance tothe true Prophets 
of Chriſt, who ſpeak in Power, and in the Emdence ard Demon- 
ſtyation of the Spirit ? Conflider wherein ye likewiſe differ fre m: 
the. true Miniſters of Chrift, his Goſpel and Life, and reform. 
d £- 
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"Ye Teachers of the Baptifs and others, called. Gifred Brethren, 
conſider whether you have received the Gift of the 'Hely Ghoſt, 
to make you able Miniſters of the New Teſtament; are ye taught 

- of God firſt, and then as ye have ſeen and taſted and handled of 
the Word of Life, in the Leading and Moving of the Spirit of 

-- Truth, inthe Power of the Lord, goforth to reach all Nations hap» 
tizang them into the 'Name of Father," Son and Holy Ghoſt, and. 
ſo ſpeak and declare, as the Spirit gives Utterance, not ſeeking 
your own but Chriſt's, fee ye be not tound ſhort allo of the King» 
dom of Heaven, revealed and made- manifeſt within, try your 


\ Spirits,” whether they be'of God or no, 


- But it will or may be objeRed by the Teachers of theſe ſeveral 
Perſwaſions; judge ye that none of #4 are called of God to be his Mi- 
niſters of the New Teſtament and Goſpel of Chriſt; bave none of 
1 received the Anointing of the Holy Ghoſt, to preach #n Chriſt's 
Name? and do not we by our Zeal for the promoting of the Goſpel, 
and the Reformation of the Church, in our Lives and Do&rine,ac- 
cording to the Scriptures, and the Workof Converſion of many un- 
to God; witneſs our Call and Truth of our Miniſtry, as Paſtors of 


particular Congregations and Churches, cc. 
Anſwer, However, the Lord under the former Diſpenſations 


10 rk Meaſures of the Spirit and the Manifeſtations thereof, 
while their Hearts and Eyes were fingle unto God, in ſeeking 
only his Glory, and--not themſelves, in their Miniſtry aud- La- 
bour in the Work of Reformation,  according'to what was re- 
vealed and opened unto them further of the Mind and Will of 
God (who werketh all his Works ;in Wiſdom, Order and Sea- 
ſon, there being a Seed Time and an Harveſt) didthen in Faith- 
-fulneſs diſpenſe the V Vord, :as they had received it, that as 
many 8s the Lord ſhould call might bring forth Fruit anſwerable, 1 
and ſo to grew from Faith to Faith, both Miniftcrs and Hearers, 
unto the perfecting the VVork of Reformation in Life and + 
Dodrine, learning to deny themſelves, and take up their daily 
Croſs to follow Chriſt, that they might bring forth Fruit unto 
Ged; the Church as by Degrees was driven into the V Vilder- 
.ncels, ſo by Degrees comes forth , to. be Inhabitants of the 

New 
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Wew Jeruſalem; deſcended 1.2 EY ſo that the Lord &x. 
' pects and requires a procecding forward by Degrees, 'as Peo+ 
ple are made capable to receive his V Vord unto a more per- 
fect Reformation, to a through Reformation, in the Leading 
and Power of the Spirit of Truth, unto the perfect Man in Chriſt 


\ Jeſus, the Head and Ruler of his Church, and the only Law- 


iver in the Church, and therefore is now (through the Spirit) 
more and more revealing the Man of Sin, the Anti-chriſt that 
oppoſeth all that is catled of God, that fo it this Day of Refor. 
mation and Reſtauration of all Things, as at the Begin- 
ning, his Name and Truth and Kingdom may- be cex- 
alted over all, ſo that the Lord of the Vineyard coming to ex- 
pet Fruit from the Labourers in the ſame, under the ſeveral Dif 
- penſations (wherein in Times of Ignorance he winked at di- 
vers Things) in the ſeveral Ages and Generations, and the Good 
he hath owned in the Epriſcopals, Pregbyterians, Independents, 
Anabaptifts, &c, and his Will was, that they ſhould have gone 
forward (while his Preſence 'in ſome Meaſure was with them) 
to a through-Reformation : But they taking up their Stations 


in Formalmies, out of his pure Power, and hating and perſecu- 


thoſe who live in it, for this Cauſe God hath rcjeted tken; 
ſo the Lord departing from them, they cannor profit the Pecple 
at all, but are denyed of the Lord (to be ſent of him) to be his 
Miniſters, he having let out his Vineyard to others, of whom he 
expects and receives more Fruit, fo that although the 0- 
ther, under their ſeveral Diſpenſations, while Faithful unto 
what was manifeſt, did .ſce ſome Fruit of their Labour; 
"but new none unto God, the Lord being departed from them, 
he faith unto them, who hath required thiſe Things of your 
Hands wherein you have pclluted my Name, ſeeking of your owns 
more then Gods ; therefore being now as ſuch who having 4 
Form of Godlinefs, deny the Power, the Apoſtle admoniſheth 
to turn away from : Sobeing ſ1ch as having not the Spirit, 
are turned aſide to Fables, Quenchers of the Spirit, and Deſpi- 
fers of Prophelie, ſpeaking Evil of that you underſtand not ; for 
ſpiritual thin gs are ſpiritually diſcerned, and only ſuch who are 
inthe Spiritarc able to judge - them ; So that all ſuch as are 


now 
« 
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now. out of the.Diſpenſation of the Spirit, whereby. in this Day 
(Bleſſed be his Name ) the Lord is revealed andrevealing in his 
Word and Truth unto a Remnant, walking and waiting in the 
Light of Chriſt Jeſus, who is the Way, the Truth and the Life ; 
thoſe who are not Miniſters of the Light and Life of Chriſt, are 
none of Chriſts Miniſters in,the:Spirit ; and ſuch convert not 
any unto Gcd, nor bring not to the Reſtoration, but are blind 
Leaders of the blind, and both fall into the Ditch, where 
they may lie long, crying, Lord help, without endeavouring to 
ariſe out by true Repentance and turning unto the Lord in his 
Light, that they may receive Life and Power to become the 
Ghildren of God, and to be taugnt by him, for all his Children 
are taught by him, the Inſpiration of the Almighty giving Wil. 


dom to thoſe, who in the Silence of all Flelh draw nighto him 


anJ wait upon him, to learn of him who is meek and humble; 
and the humble he will teach the waycs wherein they ſhould 
walk, whoſe waycs are wayes of Peace, and lead to everlaſting 
Peace and Righteouſneſs forever, when as to the wicked, and 
fuch as reſiſt and reproach his Truth, deſpiſe his Word, and turn 
it behind their Backs, and hate to be reformed and converted 
unto the Lord, there is no Peace, ſaith my God, 

And all People, Conſider whom ye follow, what Teachers 
ye learn of, whether of ſuch as are truly ſent of God, or of ſuch 
as go forth in the Will of Man, and are not ef God; beware of 
being ſeduced and mil-lea1, hearkening to the Voice of the falſe 
Shepherds, ſuch as go before they arc lent, and lay, Hear the 
word of the Lord, whcn the Lord hath not ſpoken to them, nor 
doth by them, but they ſpeak their own Words, compoſing 
their Sermons in their own Wills and Wiſdom, or what they 
gather from others, not what they have learncd and experienced 
of the word of Life in themſclyes, and ſo not in the Love to the 
Souls of others, defiring others ſhould have Fellowihip with 
them, in the conſtrainiag and moving of the Spirit of Grace, 
and as that gives Utterance, according to the Wiſdom which is 
from above, (o ſpeak and declarc (in the Power of God) the 
\Words of Life, 'as they have reccived freely, ſa freely to give 


thereof, nor {peaking what they have ſcen, and taſted, and 
handled 
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handled of the Word of Life, and ſo are not true Guides in the 
. way of Life, which from a certain Knowledge & Belief they can 
not declare of, bcing but a divination of their own Brain, 
which all falfe Teachers Preach, Now People you have had the 
true and the falſe Miniſters both characterized, whereby ye may 
be helped to know and diſtinguiſh the one from the other, and 
ſo in the Light which gives the true Underſtanding, ye may be 
able to make a true Judgment,and ſo as the Ln1d gives you a Dil- 
cerning, chuſe to hear the true Teachers, and turn from t'e 
falſe, which the Lord requires of you; not to hearken and give 
Countenance to ſuch, which are blind Leaders of the blind, De- 
Faivers and Seducers, whith wax wo: fe and worſtwhich run in the 
way of Balaam expe&ing goin from their Quarters, having a ferm 
of Godlineſs and deny the Power, from ſuch tin away ;; but be 
ye Hearers and Obeyers of God his true and faithfi:l Miniſters 
who ſeek not what 1s yours outwardly, but you, to communicate 
aGilt to you, that ye may be Partakers of tfeir Joy, and may 
have Fellowſhip together with them, with the Father ard the 
Son, and to be one in the Lord, of the one Faith, and one 
Baptiſm, and one Bread, having Spiritual Communion with the 
Lord, as to drink with him the Fruit of the Vine in the Fathers 
Kingdom, that ſo your Joy may be full, knowing truly in whom 
ye believe, and whoſe voice ye hear, and that it is the Words 
of Lite which they preach, having the Witneſs in your lelver, 
who are ranght of God, and ntcd that no man teath yon, ſawing 
as the Annomting teacheth you, which the Lord Jeſus promiſed 
to ſend to lead us into all Truth : 'So go not forth but wait in 
the Light of Chriſt, for the mariſeſtation of his Power and wi!- 
dom to work your Redemption out of Sin,for without his Power 
and Wiſdom in you, you can do nothing that is good, brt by 
it the trve Believer is ſtrengthened to do all which God requires 
of him,in which he knows Peace,& ſuch come to know thoſe who 
are truly ſerit of him, to be Gverſcers in his Church, and zre 
to watch ever you, his Fleck, for god, and fuch as niuſt give 
an account, to God that th-v may do it with Joy and net with 
Grief, and ſuch will be worthy of double Honour, who labour 


!n the word and DoAtrine, ſecking the praiſe of God, and _ 
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the Praiſe of mens. and ly + La themſelves to every mans 
Conſcience in the Sight ofGed,that what they ſpeak is not of them- 
ſelves,but Tom tke Lord,&fſo as the word of God they receive it: 
io faith and obey it, and fo are not hearers of it only, but doer: of 
it alſo, wherein they are juſtified; ſo the juſt live byfairhwhich is 
the gift of God) in the Son of God, and ſo hear only his voice 
within. them, and from his Miniſters ſent by him, and are not 
aſhamed to hear them, but are ſwift to hear, and ſlow to ſpeak ;, 
but as the Spirit opens the mouth and giveth Urterance to de- 
clare of the Things they have ſeen and heard. and have taſted of, 
ſoall may Propheſy, as they receive the. gift to Edification of | 
others; God havirg Promiſed in the Latter Days to Poxr out | 
his Spirit upon all Flejh, that Sons and Daughters Servants and 
Hand- maids may Prophefie ;, yet all are not Prophets, but only 
ſuch on, whom the Spirit of Propheſic is poured forth; ſo 
all. are not Miniſters Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, but only ſuch 
whom the Lori ſends, and who go forth in the Spirit of our God, 
and in the Leading and Guidance thereof, to. what Perſons, Na- 
tions or. People the Lord ſhall ſend them, ſo how beautiful are 
the Feet of them who bring Glad Tidings of Salvation; and bleſſed 
are they that come in the Name of the Lord, and in hearing of 
them there is Joy, and Comfert and Peace, whenas the Falſe 
Guides lead to Deſtruction, and their VVayes are VVayes of 
Death, and their End Everlaſiing VVoand Miſery ; wherefore 
Friends, beware. whom you hear, and what you hear; for there : 
have been andere many falſe Teachers and Deceivers gone forth 
into the V Vorld, which (as Chriſt long ſince forewarned) if pol- 
fible ſbould deceive the very Eleft ;, but ſaith he, Go not forth, the 
Word is nich which we preach, faith the Apoſtle, the Word of Faith 
in your Hearts ard Monthes, that who give Heed thereto, as toa 4 
Light ſhining in a dark Place, until the Day dawn, and the Day- | 
Star ariſe in thiir Hearts, ſhall never be deceived, nor have an 
Occaſion of ſtumbling; for they that tumble ſtumble in the dark, 
becaule they ſee not, and Know nst whether they are going, and 
ſs fall into the Ditch. 
Wherefore Friends, in a Diſcerning of the trye Teacher, all 
goming to.witne(s your being taught of God, cry to him ſtill, that 
he 
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| he would diret you in his Wayes, wherein he would have your, 
to walk, that ye may not go aſtray from his Commandments, 
but walk in them ; and ſo keep cloſe tothe Word of Life, reveal-./ 
| ed and made manifeſt in you, that ye ſhould walk thereby, and + 
be led into the ſure Pathes that lead unto Life ;, and ſtop not your - 
Ears againſt this Word, but be diligent Hearers and Followers of 
its in the Love of it, then will ye not beaftamed to make Pro- 
feffion of it, and Confeſſion unto ir, in bearing your Witne(s for 
it, but will have a Teſtimony for. it againſt all the falſe Miniſters 
and Profeſſions ; and-ſo-as your Lives anſwer thereunto, ye will. - 
glorifie your Maker, ſinging 4 Song of Sion, and witneſs yow-Rev 
| deemer lroueth, who hath called you out of the falſe V Vayes and-- 
Forms, and choſen you unto himſelf, to place his Name in you, and 
to be his peculiar People, zealous of good Works, and that Men may 
ſee your good Works wrought in Chriſt, and may plorifie your Fa- 
ther in Heaven ;, ſo will-ye be Chriſt's Diſciples indeed, learning þ 
of him to deny your ſclves, and take wp your daily Creſt, and follow 
_ him., fo his Truth will be witneſſed unto by you, who live 
and walk ja it, and hereby through Faith ſhall ye overcome the 
World, pew! pore made — an _ Mouthes. 
and they ſhall have nothing juſtly to ſay againſt you,. _ 
ry her are ready to blaſpheme the Holy Nanritherely > 
are call:d ; ſoin the Separation from the falſe Teachers, in wait. 
ing upon the Lord in the Light, ye will come to know your Teachey . 
which ſhall not need to go wnto 4 Corner, but will preach on the 
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7 © Friends, both Miniſters ſo call'd and People, as ye would 
trely be Chrift's Pi(cipies and Followers, learn ye to deny. 

your {-tves,your Intereſts, Profits and unlawful Callings, which as 
Your right Hand cauſes you to offend, which cut off, and take up 
your daily Croſs, tofoKow him ;, for zt w:# be better to enter into 
Heavens maimed, then the whole Body ſhould ve caſt into Hill ;, for 
what ye may account unto your ſelves Loſs, will be your greater 
Gain, and rhe Lord will withold no.g60d Thing from them that fear ' 
kim, ard put thier Truft in him, for the Lord knows how to give 
g00d Things unto his Children: Therefore be not diſcouraged 
or faint in the V Vayybut belicve,and ye ſhall ſee greater VVorks 
then theſe, the fick healed, the lame made to walk, *the deaf'to 
hcar, and blind to ſee, and Mountains removed, 'and all ſtum- 
bling Blocks taken away, your Sins pardoned, and Souls ſaved, 
throuch the Name of Jcius Chriſt, by whom ye ſhall be made 
able toovercome the V Vorld, and have Power over him that 
ruleth in the V Vorld,and ſo come to be Chriſt's Diſciples indeed); 
& then it will-not repent ye to haye foraken any Thing for Chriſt, 
as to lay down Livings, deny your Miniſtry, which is out of the 
Power of Chriſt, to come to learn anew in Chriſt's School, and 
to receive his Power before ye £0 forth to preach ;&ſo ye People 
will come to deſpiſe the Reproach and Malice of the World for the 
Name of Teſm, and will rather rej yce that ye are is any kind coun+ 
ted worthy to ſuffer for hus Name and Truth, in forſaking the falfe 
Teachers and blind Leaders, which ye have fo long followed without 
Erefit and growing in the Faith, in Hazardof falling into the Ditch 
with them aud periſhing ; ſtrait 15 the Way, and narrow the Gate 
that leadeth imto life, 4nd few there be that find it, which ſtrive to 
enter into, forſaking the broad Way that leads unto Diftrudtion, 
that ye perifh not with the Aſultitude that runneth inte Evil, So 
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